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S.R.C.F - Major Grants

S

ince its inception, the Scottish Rite
Charitable Foundation of Canada has
supported researchers who are seeking
to “Help Solve Puzzles of the Mind.” It is
the nature of such research that there are
few “Eureka” moments. It is only dogged,
painstaking study that reveals small
kernels of understanding, which when put
together over time, help unravel these puzzles. Success can be
seen in new understandings of the diseases, which may lead
to new and effective treatments and a better quality of life for
those coping with the disease, along with family and caregivers.
Support for Doctoral Researchers and Graduate Students
registered in Doctoral programs focused on physical-biological
and social aspects of intellectual impairment has been and
continues to be the Foundation’s primary undertaking.
The Grants and Awards Committee is committed to supporting
promising researchers during the early years of their studies.
Recipients tell us that it was only through early funding by the
Foundation that they were able to conduct their research and
develop a personal reputation that attracted funding from other
agencies in later years. They credit the Foundation with being
the sparkplug in starting a successful career.

Five New Grantees:
Dr. Evelyn Lambe,
University of Toronto
Mechanisms of aberrant attention circuitry in
mouse model of Fragile X mental retardation
Dr. Janis Oram Cardy,
University of Western Ontario
Brain markers of auditory integration in
autism spectrum and language disorders
Dr. Millan Patel,
University of British Columbia
Molecular and Phenotypic Characterization
of a Novel Mental Retardation Syndrome
Dr. Graziella Di Cristo,
CHU Ste-Justine Hospital, Montreal
Regulation of inhibitory circuit development
in transgenic mouse model of Rett Syndrome
Dr. Linda Mah,
Baycrest Centre for Geriatric Care, Toronto
Substrates of emotional processing in mild
cognitive impairment and late-life depression

There were 17 applications for Major Research Grants received this year. The Review Committee was chaired
by Dr. Anurag Tandon, University of Toronto with 7 other expert reviewers from across the country. Reviewers
were from Memorial University (Newfoundland), Dalhousie (Halifax), Montreal, Toronto, Ottawa and Edmonton.
Five new Major Research Grants were approved for funding while 8 on-going grants were renewed for either
their 2nd or 3rd year.
Total grants for this year $444,588.

Gareth R. Taylor,

Grants and Awards Committee Chair

O

n Friday Nov 14., at the Department of
Pathology and Cellular Biology of the
Faculty of Medicine of the U. of Montréal,
Pierre Phaneuf presented to Dr. Guy Doucet his
3rd year of funding from the Foundation, and to
Dr. K. Fernandes, his 2nd year of funding. The
photo was taken outside Dr. Fernandes’ lab. On
the wall is a depiction of the topic of his current
research, which we are funding. Dr. Doucet is
the Professor heading this department.

Dr. Guy Doucet, Pierre Phaneuf - Deputy for Quebec, and Dr. K. Fernandes
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Clarion - “A Clear Sounding Trumpet”

From The Editor-in-Chief

H

O

eralding in another New
Year, I trust you will enjoy
the inaugural issue of Clarion,
a joint publication of Supreme
Council and the Scottish Rite
Charitable Foundation. The
purpose of this publication is
to communicate with all our
Terry A. McLean
Scottish Rite members across
Canada, and we certainly encourage all non-Riters to
also enjoy our informative stories, relevant articles
and philosophy discussions.

n behalf of Ill. Bro Allard
Loopstra 33º, President
of the Scottish Rite Charitable
Foundation and myself as the
Sovereign Grand Commander
of Supreme Council this short
message will introduce to you
our newly combined publication
C. Robert Townshend, SGC
for communicating to you the
life and work of our Scottish Rite.
Your Supreme Council and Foundation have authorized
this joint publication and have consented to the name,
“Clarion”. In choosing the name Clarion, which means
a clear sounding trumpet, we hope to send forth and
spread the good news of Scottish Rite throughout the
land and beyond.
It is the commitment of the
editorial board, through its
Editor-in-Chief to produce an
excellent publication worthy of
the good works of our Scottish
Rite Charitable Foundation
and to share with each other
the ongoing life of the Scottish
Rite family at work and play
across our great country.

We are excited about Clarion, and believe this
useful and informative magazine reflects a new era
of increasing interest and renewed enthusiasm in
Scottish Rite, its origins and direction. With respect to
shaping our content, we look forward to your heartfelt
and helpful comments, suggestions and feedback.
Though the Foundation and Supreme Council have
their own distinct leadership and organization,
via this joint publication one can see them as
complementary and operating in sync with each other.
In this magazine you will see pictures of our new
Learning Centre in British Columbia and their impact
in many Valleys and communities across Canada, as
well as the Annual Supreme Council Sessions, and in
general how Scottish Riters are making a difference.

Allard B. Loopstra,
President SRCF

May this publication enable us all to strengthen our
witness and service to the great principles and tenents
we respect and hold dear.

If your Valley would like to appoint a Director of
Communication, please send an email to srclarion@
bellnet.ca or phone our office at 905-522-0033.

May we all share in this new work by participating
as readers and contributors in making it the best
publication in Masonry.

Furthermore, I would like to thank the many Valley
Secretaries and Registrars who respectfully ensured
our magazine was delivered into the hands of our
membership. Your continued support is gratefully
appreciated! Also, my thanks are offered to Graeme
Boyce and Milan Cobanov of Mindpress for the
professional appearance and quality of the magazine.

Fraternally yours,

C. Robert Townshend,

Sovereign Grand Commander

I extend my best wishes to the Clarion audience from
coast to coast and look forward to publishing another
distinguishing issue in the near future.

“Above all things let us never forget that mankind
constitutes one great brotherhood; all born to
encounter suffering and sorrow, and therefore
bound to sympathize with each other.”

Terry A. McLean,

~ Albert Pike

Editor-in-Chief
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A Large Thank You

W

John V. Lawer

e in the Scottish Rite owe a very
large and heartfelt thank you to
Ill. Bro. John V. Lawer 33º, who retired
from his office as President of the
Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation
in September, 2008 at our Annual
Foundation Meeting held during our
Supreme Council Sessions in Vancouver.

Ill. Bro. Lawer has devoted many years of dedicated
service to the Scottish Rite and has held many positions
of leadership. In Supreme Council, he held the position
of Grand Secretary-General from 1977 – 1982, and he
was our Sovereign Grand Commander from 1991 – 1994.
In 1977, John was elected a Director of the Foundation
and has been involved in the Foundation for 31 years, as
its Secretary (1977 – 1991), on its Awards Committee
(1985 – 1991), and as its President for the last 11 years
(1997 – 2008).

Others who retired along with Ill. Bro. Lawer from
the Board of Directors are:

Following are some of the highlights of the Foundation
over the last 31 years:
•

The Foundation’s Capital Fund has grown from $1,232,000
to $15,000,000.

•

The Foundation now makes charitable donations/awards
of approximately $ 530,000 per year.

•

Four Learning Centres (London, Windsor, Halifax and
British Columbia) are in operation, and three more have
been approved (Moncton, Calgary and Barrie).

Though Ill. Bro. Lawer will quickly point out that
it took the efforts and teamwork of many dedicated
Brethren to achieve this, John’s contribution and
leadership have particularly been outstanding and
remarkable. It was very fitting that one of his last roles
as President, was for him to be involved in officially
opening the British Columbia Learning Centre in
Vancouver. John, on behalf of the entire Scottish
Rite membership, we thank you for your unselfish
contributions in your time, talents and leadership.

•

Ill. Bro. Thomas V. Hannan 33º, Director 1992 – 2008

•

Ill. Bro. Robert L. Waddell 33º, Director 1997 – 2008

•

Ill. Bro. H. Edward Standish 33º, Director and Treasurer
1997 – 2006, and Asst. Secretary 2006 – 2008

•

Ill. Bro. Glenn Martin 33º, Director 2000 – 2008

•

Ill. Bro. A. Douglas Nichols 33º, Director and Treasurer
2006 – 2008

All of these Brethren have served our Foundation
with distinction and we also thank them for their
outstanding contributions to the governance and
growth of our Foundation.

Allard B. Loopstra
President, SRCF

Clarion is published jointly by Supreme Council and the
Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation
4 Queen Street South
Hamilton, ON L8P 3R3
Editor-in-Chief: Terry A. McLean
srclarion@bellnet.ca
Editorial Board: C. Robert Townshend, Allard B. Loopstra
and Gareth R. Taylor
Design: www.mindpress.ca
C. Robert Townshend, Frank Fordham, SRCF Valley Rep, Steven E. Warren,
Pat Senft, Director, Child & Family Supports - Community Living Hamilton (Award
Recipient).
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Special Thanks: Doug Crawford

Remembrance Day at Regina Valley

O

n November 11, 2008, Scottish Rite members
of the Regina Valley gathered at the Masonic
Temple and then marched to the Royal Canadian
Legion to join in a parade leading to a service at the
Cenotaph in Victoria Park. After the Remembrance
Day Service, members returned to the temple for lunch.
The Regina Valley held a Christmas Party and Supper
on November 26, 2008 at the Royal United Services
Institute. The evening was dedicated to honouring the
spouses of deceased members of the Valley. Twentyone lady guests were recognized during the supper
and in lieu of providing the ladies with corsages, they
asked that an equivalent donation be made to the Rite.

Members of Regina Valley

As a result, $200.00 is being donated to the Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation on their behalf. Following supper,
attended by 120 members and guests, entertainment was provided by “CADANCE”, a singing troupe, to conclude
the evening’s activities. Transportation for the guests was made available by members of the Valley.
Much of the success of the evening was attributed to the organizing committee: Glenn Enright, Thrice Pussiant
Grand Master, First and Second General of Rose Croix, Donald Kellington and Russel Tataryn respectively and
Donald Bennett, Second Lieutenant Commander of Saskatchewan Consistory.

John Krogan, Valley of Regina

New Learning Centre in Vancouver, British Columbia

Open September 8, 2008

Opening ceremony with C. Robert Townshend, S.G.C.; John V. Lawer, President of the SRCF; Glenn Allen, Grand Master of British Columbia
& Yukon. Learning Centres are currently operational in London, Windsor, Halifax, British Columbia and future Learning Centres planned for
Barrie, Moncton and Alberta. Learning Centres help children with Dyslexia.
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134th Annual Session of Supreme Council

I

t is a great privilege and honour to welcome you
to Christ Church Cathedral this afternoon. Christ
Church Vancouver has had a long association with
Freemasonry; the cornerstone of this church honours
the Freemasons in Vancouver who were amongst
those who helped to build this church in 1894.

In the 27th degree you are taught to always strive to
assist the poor, helpless and infirm. And in the 28th
degree you learn that love for God manifests itself
in love for truth, justice and nobility of soul. As I
understand it, immediately after this Vesper Service
some of you will be admitted to the 33rd degree,
an honorary degree indicating exemplary service
to your communities. I congratulate all of you who
have been thus honoured and salute those of you
about to be admitted.

While I understand that Masonry is not a religion
and does not seek to supplant religion, there are
many values and principles that are shared between
Masonry and Christianity and I celebrate those. Chief
of those is the acknowledgment of a Supreme Being,
who can be approached through prayer. I hope this
afternoon’s Vesper Service here will provide for you
an opportunity to approach God through prayer in
this historic Anglican Cathedral.
Your tradition of Masonry, the Scottish Rite, is often
referred to as the College of Freemasonry. Through
your ceremonies and dramas you seek to educate all
of your members in life lessons that make a practical
difference in the way you conduct yourselves in the
world. I believe that our world is greatly enhanced
by men and women who take the time and make the
effort to improve themselves and to be dedicated to
service and compassion. The Scottish Rite provides
the community and the support for each of you to
engage in spiritual growth and personal development.
This is a good thing.

33 Degree Class of 2008, Vancouver

Your Foundation has an impressive record of
supporting major research grants in support of
studies relating to intellectual impairment. In
Vancouver the recent opening of a Learning Centre
for children with dyslexia demonstrates that your
learning, in this College of Freemasonry, is not
simply for your own personal growth but to benefit
those in the community who are in need of
particular assistance.

I’ve been learning a bit about your traditions and find
them very inspiring. In the 24th degree you must
show evidence of compassion, piety and justice; in the
25th degree you are driven to look within your faith,
life and God and to get a clear look at your inner self.

Such lessons and actions demonstrate the benefits
of your ancient and venerable organization. This
Cathedral Church, for generations, has been in
Vancouver a light on the hill, a place of prayer for
all people and a sign of the Kingdom of God
unfolding in our midst. This is a place that welcomes
all people, especially those who fervently and
sincerely seek God: therefore, to you all, a sincere
welcome. You honour us by being here this
afternoon. May God bless your conference and
all your deliberations.

Very Reverend Peter G. Elliott,

Christ Church Cathedral - Vancouver BC
Welcome Address at Vesper Service, September 11, 2008
John Teleske, General Chairman addresses Banquet
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Your Valley News from Across Canada

L

H

ast fall Windsor Valley hosted a Gala
appropriately named “The Golden Age of
Hollywood” with all the big stars of yesteryear in
attendance. The likes of Marilyn Monroe, James
Dean, John Wayne, Charlie Chaplin, Oliver and
Hardy and the lists goes on. The Gala was presented
in a grandeur style complete with a canopy-covered
red carpet entrance, valet parking, paparazzi, evening
gowns and tuxedos.

alifax Learning Centre celebrated its second
anniversary on September 20th as tutors,
students, volunteers and friends attended a luncheon
held for the occasion. The Centre is staffed with
volunteer Director Thelma Gregan, nine volunteer
tutors, and many other volunteer friends who mind
the office, provide snacks and keep the premises and
equipment in top shape. Ten students are enrolled
in the school’s training program. Fifteen more have
applied and are on a waiting list. A new course for
training additional volunteer tutors is scheduled to
begin January, 2009.

Garth MacGougan, Valley of Halifax

T

he Northern Ontario School of Medicine, east
campus Laurentian University in Sudbury, was
the recipient of a $1000.00 Deputies Charitable
Donation from the Scottish Rite Charitable
Foundation.

This great event had a two fold reason: to promote
Scottish Rite in the Windsor area and the good works
that we do and, second, to provide a fund raising event
for the Windsor Valley Scottish Rite Learning Centre.

This was the second donation made in recent years
by the Foundation to the School of Medicine, general
bursary to enhance the academic experience of
generations of physicians in training.

Don Warner, Valley of Windsor

John Ross Matheson Award Recipient

Laurentian University reported that the School of
Medicine has received accreditation for its first
postgraduate program. The Family Medicine
Residency Program also has a new name: Northern
Ontario School of Medicine Family Medicine
Residents of the Canadian Shield.

T

he SGC was pleased to present the John Ross
Matheson award to our honoured recipient,
Herbert C. Belcourt, from Edmonton. Accompanying
this award is a bursary in the amount of $1,500.00 to
be given to charity or organization - Fetal Alcohol
Syndrome chosen by Herbert Belcourt.

This is the first new residency program in family
medicine in 33 years and lays the foundation for many
residency programs slated for NOSM in the future.
Recipients thanked the Scottish Rite Charitable
Foundation for its part in developing this unique
school.
Ross Dixon & W.G. Strachan, Valley of Sudbury

The upcoming Supreme Council Sessions
are as follows:
2009 Hamilton, 2010 Moncton, 2011 Thunder
Bay, 2012 Winnipeg and 2018 London.

C. Robert Townshend, S.G.C.; Herbert C Belcourt, Recipient;
Sydney ‘Skip’ Whiteley, Chairman, Special Awards
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