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Dr. Gareth Taylor, 
Chairman of the 

Grants and Awards 
Committee, had an 
opportunity to speak with 
Dr. David J. Vocadlo, 
Department of Chemistry, 
Simon Fraser University 
(SFU) in Burnaby B.C. 
about the work done in his 
laboratory that was funded 

by the Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation (SRCF).

Dr. Vocadlo’s project entitled O-Glycosylation protects 
tau protein from hyperphosphorylation in Alzheimer’s 
and related tauopathies was funded from October 2006 
to September 2009.

Dr. Vocadlo obtained his Ph.D. in the Department 
of Chemistry at the University of British Columbia 
studying enzymes that remove sugars from certain 
molecules. He was a post-doctoral fellow in the 
Departments of Chemistry and Molecular and Cell 
Biology, University of California at Berkeley where he 
was studying glycans, which are chains of specialized 
sugars that are linked together and found on the surface 
of many types of cells in the body. In particular, he 
became interested in one type of sugar that is found 
inside of cells where it is attached onto certain proteins.

Following his post-doctoral studies, Dr. Vocadlo 
accepted a faculty position in the Department of 
Chemistry at Simon Fraser University in Burnaby, BC 
where he leads a multi-disciplinary research team. 
Dr. Vocadlo is a Tier II Canada Research Chair.

Dr. Vocadlo’s work funded by the SRCF focused on the 
possibility that the sugars that he has been studying, 
which are also found on a protein know as “tau”, 
could play a role in Alzheimer’s disease (AD). It is 
known that AD and a number of related tauopathies 
are characterized, in part, by the development of 
neurofibrillary tangles (NFTs). These NFTs are clumps 
composed of an abnormal form of the tau protein. 
In AD patients tau becomes more heavily decorated 
with phosphate groups, disrupting its normal functions 
and ultimately leading to its clumping together to 
form detrimental NFTs. A clear parallel between NFT 
levels in the brains of AD patients and the severity 
of dementia supports a key role for tau dysfunction 
in AD. It has emerged that phosphate levels of tau 

Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation - Major Grants

are regulated by the addition of sugar units known as 
O-GlcNAc. Hyperphosphorylated tau in human AD 
brains has markedly lower levels of O-GlcNAc than are 
found in healthy human brains. These results suggest 
that a malfunction in the mechanisms regulating tau 
O-GlcNAc levels may be a cause or, alternatively, 
a consequence of abnormal tau hyperphosphorylation. 
This work has been expanded into studying these 
effects in mouse models of AD.

Dr. Vocadlo published 3 peer-reviewed papers on the 
work supported by the SRCF. One of these was in 
Nature Chemical Biology, a highly respected scientific 
journal. The seminal work in this publication was 
the subject of an editorial review not only in Nature 
Chemical Biology, but also in the prestigious journal 
Nature and in several articles in the popular press.

Dr. Vocadlo states that “the SRCF was very forward 
thinking in supporting this very new work, as my 
background is not in neurobiology. It was important to 
receive this grant as a catalyst helping to get this work 
going and it also helped me to obtain funding through 
other national and international funding sources.”

This work, in part funded by the SRCF, has lead to 
several patents. Dr. Vocadlo is also co-founder and 
Chief Scientific Officer of Alectos Therapeutics. 
Alectos is an SFU spin-off, a bio-pharmaceutical 
company dedicated to the discovery and development of 
innovative small-molecule therapeutics to treat serious 
unmet medical needs, such as Alzheimer disease and 
various cancers. Alectos has partnered with Merck, 
a global leader in neurological disease to advance its 
Alzheimer’s program.

Dr. Vocadlo was recognized as one of “Canada’s Top 40 
Under 40” in 2010 (this is a national program that uniquely 
celebrates the achievements of 40 Canadians in the 
private, public and not-for-profit sectors, who have reached 
a significant level of success before the age of 40). n

Dr. David J. Vocadlo

SCOC arrives at Old Ft. William, 
Thunder Bay, ON in historical fashion. 
Left (front-back): Matthew Todd, SGC, 
Rae Hutt, HIG Barrie, Terry McLean, 
GSG, Robert Taylor, Deputy, Michael 
Farr, GP, 3 Tour Guides, Right (front-

back): Tour Guide, Ronald MacDonald, Active Member, Dr. Loren 
Kline, Deputy, Ken Rutherford, COO ES, Duncan Skinner, Active 
Member, Ken McComb, Active Member.

On the Cover
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Book Review: Kitty Ferguson - The Music of Pythagoras 

All Masons have heard of 
Pythagoras and his famous 

theorem. At least we hear of him 
once a year when Installation times 
occur. Albert Pike in his book, 
“Morals and Dogma of the Ancient 
and Accepted Scottish Rite of 
Freemasonry” refers to him at some 
length. In fact, the index to Pike’s 

book has a whole page of references to Pythagoras. What do 
we know of Pythagoras and what did he contribute to society 
besides a theorem?

Pythagoras was born on the Aegean island of Samos 
around 570 B.C. Little is known of his early years. Most of 
what is known about Pythagoras comes from writings by 
his students at his school which he founded at Croton in 
southern Italy. Southern Italy was settled by large numbers 
of Greeks in his time. Few writings directly attributable to 
Pythagoras remain.

Pythagoras and his followers attempted to unravel the truths 
concealed behind such ordinary tasks such as tuning 
a lyre. While considering why some string lengths produced 
beautiful sounds and others discordant ones, they uncovered 
the ratios of musical harmony; hence, the title of the book. 
Pythagoras and his students recognized that hidden behind 
the complexity of nature are patterns of orderly relationships. 
Thus, they discovered that there was order in nature. 
This observation changed how men thought about the 
world. At the time, most felt everything was “in the lap 
of the gods”, i.e. everything that occurred was due to the 
intervention of one of the many gods in the Greek pantheon. 
His school was based on the belief that the universe is 
rational, that there is unity in all things, and that numbers 

and mathematics were a powerful guide to truth about 
nature and the cosmos. Further studies in mathematics 
demonstrated something darker both in numbers and nature: 
irrationality. This disturbing revelation may have contributed 
to the destruction of their brotherhood. It just did not seem 
possible that on one hand there was order in nature, and in 
others chaos at least as far as they understood things.

His students continued to use mathematics to study natural 
patterns. While studying these patterns, his famous theorem 
was developed. This theorem is one of the pillars of 
mathematics and geometry.   

Thus, Pythagoras and his followers laid much of the 
foundations of modern science. While Pythagoras and his 
followers had such an impact, there is little material available 
directly from the man himself. Most of what we know of 
Pythagoras and his school comes from the writings of other 
Greek scholars, such as Euclid and Aristotle. These writings 
were lost to Western Europe throughout the Dark Ages. 
Pythagoras was rediscovered by the West when Arabic 
writings were translated back into the original Greek or into 
Latin, the languages of scholars post-Medieval times. This 
rediscovery had a major impact on starting the Renaissance.

This is a fascinating book; however, it is not an easy read. 
One cannot “breeze” through it on a leisurely afternoon or 
evening. Anyone interested in learning more of the influence 
of this rather shadowy character, shadowy in that we know 
so little about him from direct sources and from history 
will find this an interesting book. I recommend it to anyone 
interested in mathematics, philosophy, history, or anyone 
interested in learning more about the discoverer of a famous 
theorem. n

Dr. Loren Kline, Valley of Edmonton

Scottish Rite Quiz Some Masonic & Scottish Rite Basics

INSTRUCTIONS
This quiz was designed to test your basic knowledge 
of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.

1. From which Scottish Rite Supreme Council did Canada
    receive its charter?

    a. U.S.A.    b. Scotland    c. France    d. England and Wales

2. There are                     Scottish Rite jurisdictions in Canada?

    a. 10       b. 8       c. 6       d. 7

3. The Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation of Canada was
     established in?

    a. 1974       b. 1967       c. 1964       d. 2000
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Well it’s hard to believe 
we are in the second 

decade of this exciting 21st 
century. I refer to it as the 
“digital age” or “electronic 
age”, because everyone is 
computer literate. Now I 
realize there will be a few 
who will say, “not me, I will 

never use a computer!” Believe me, there are fewer and 
fewer people who are not connected in some way. True, a lot 
of us grandfathers have to rely on our grandchildren to get 
us out of little “jams”. The next generation is really tuned in 
and where it’s taking us, who knows, but it is the age. It is 
comforting to do your banking and other services from the 
comfort of your own home, especially when there are winter 
blasts outside. As I travel across the country I am finding 
most, if not all, Scottish Rite Valleys are communicating 
with their membership via the electronic method. It is a fast 
way to communicate and to not lose touch with members. 
Most of our new members, certainly younger members, 
are very connected to the cyber world and have done the 
necessary research to satisfy their interests before making 
the commitment with us.

When the Supreme Council Sessions  finished in Thunder 
Bay in September I started the third year as Sovereign 
Grand Commander. Travelling throughout Canada, and 
internationally, I have found there is a great feeling of 
optimism among Scottish Rite Masons about the exciting 
times ahead in this century. I am pleased to say my theme 
of “working together” is very evident and there are signs 
of larger classes for reunions and good plans and programs 
in place. In this century there is no time to sit back and let 
something happen, we must all rise to the common agenda 
of keeping Scottish Rite an interesting and worthwhile part 
of the journey of Freemasonry.

I extend the Best Wishes the Christmas Season can bring to 
you and your family and have a Joyous New Year. n

I am really proud to be 
associated with the 

fourth issue of the Clarion. 
Several years ago, both 
Supreme Council and the 
Scottish Rite Charitable 
Foundation of Canada felt 
that communication to 
our general Scottish Rite 

membership was not at the level it should be. So we 
combined forces and created the Clarion. The positive 
response we have been getting from our members has 
been very encouraging and a testament that this is a 
worthwhile endeavour.  

I hope you too look forward to receiving this magazine 
and reading the stories regarding the great research 
being done to “solve puzzles of the mind” or the heart 
warming stories of success from our Learning Centres. 
I hope you leave this magazine on your coffee tables, 
so that your family and friends also have a chance to 
pick it up and see what we are all about in this great 
fraternity of ours. 

Our Editor and Chief and staff have done a great job 
in bringing the Clarion to fruition. But they count on 
all the Scottish Rite Valleys in providing interesting 
material and pictures to communicate to the rest of 
Canada. Please keep it coming. 

By the time you receive this issue, we will be in the 
Christmas Season. This is a season for giving. Let your 
Christmas spirit shine by using the “blue envelope” 
enclosed with this publication in making a donation to 
the Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation of Canada. 

I wish you and your family a most Joyous Christmas 
Season and a Happy New Year. n

Clarion is published jointly by Supreme Council and the Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation
4 Queen Street South, Hamilton, ON L8P 3R3

Editor-in-Chief: Terry A. McLean  Email: office@supreme33.ca
Editorial Board: Allard B. Loopstra, Gareth R. Taylor, Matthew F. Todd, C. Robert Townshend and Kenneth R. Rutherford

Design: www.mindpress.ca 
The factual accuracy of an article is the contributor’s responsibility. The opinions expressed by the authors do not necessarily

reflect those of the Supreme Council or Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation; or those of the Clarion committee.

From the President of the SRCF 

Matthew F. Todd, 
SGC

Allard B. Loopstra,
President SRCF

From the Sovereign Grand Commander
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On October 15, 2011, the Valley of Halifax welcomed 
Sovereign Grand Commander, Ill Bro. Matthew 

F. Todd, on his Official Visit to his home valley. The visit 
coincided with the annual reunion of the Victoria Lodge 
of Perfection which saw thirteen new brethren receive 
their 14th Degree. The Sovereign Grand Commander was 
accompanied by Ill Bro. Robert L. Taylor, Deputy for 
NS, PEI, and NL and Ill Bro. Ronald MacDonald, Active 
Member of Supreme Council.

Following the Reunion, a banquet in honour of the 
Sovereign Grand Commander was held at the Future Inns 
in Halifax.  The event featured a slideshow setting out many 

Travelling With The Sovereign Grand Commander

of the Sovereign Grand Commander’s visits throughout 
his tenure to date as well as some of his earlier theatrical 
reviews within the Valley of Halifax. Also at the banquet, 
the Sovereign Grand Commander was officially welcomed 
home by King Byron McBiff, the lost king of Cape Breton 
who expressed his pride in the accomplishments of our 
Sovereign Grand Commander on behalf of the Valley.

During the Sovereign Grand Commander’s visit, 
the Valley of Halifax officially launched its website: 
www.valleyofhalifax.com. A special page has been added 
to the website which will promote details of the Supreme 
Council Sessions to be held in Halifax in September 2014. n

N. Kent Clarke  
Valley of Halifax

Victoria Lodge of Perfection, Left to Right: Ill Bro. Robert Taylor, 
Thelma Gregan (Exec. Direc. Halifax Learning Centre), Ill Bro. 
David Alteen, Ill Bro. Matt Todd.

The Morley Robinson Lodge of Perfection Class. Front Row (Left to 
Right): Bros. Stephen Wayne Trenholm, Morley Everett Robinson 
(Class Named Honouree), Rodney James Padmore, Granville Best, 
Barry Craig Savoury, James McKay (TPGM) (missing: James Joseph 
Greene). Back Row (Left to Right): Bros. Kelly Wade Hancock, 
Richard Winston Spencer, Darroch Ralph Fagan, Christopher William 
Horwich, Gerald Bernard Settle, Robert Maxwell MacDonald, 
Albert James Musgrave.

Symbols of The Scottish Rite

Robert Wands, Valley of Hamilton

The Double-Headed Eagle
The symbol of The Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry of Canada is a double-
headed eagle, its wings displayed, surmounted by a Prussian crown, perched on a sword fessways, 
argent, hilt and pommel to the dexter, as more particularly described in the arms as registered 
by the Canadian Heraldic Authority. From the sword shall be draped a scroll bearing the motto, 
“DEUS MEUMQUE JUS” (God and my right). (Regulation 1.1) n

Coming Home: Valley of Halifax

Armorial Bearings of The Supreme Council
The Supreme Council of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry of Canada shall have Armorial 
Bearings as granted by Lord Lyon King of Arms on April 17, 1980. These Armorial Bearings 
represent the authority of the Supreme Council as expressed through the Sovereign Grand 
Commander. (Statute 1.d) n
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The Valley of Barrie’s 
Learning Centre 

opened in September 2009, 
and we celebrated the first 
graduate of our program 

in June of 2011. At the Learning Centre, children with 
dyslexia receive one-on-one tutoring using the Orton-
Gillingham Approach – all at no cost to the children 
or their families. The Barrie Learning Centre is operated 
by a team of dedicated volunteers under the leadership 
of Centre Director Ross Martin and a Board of Directors 
under the Chairmanship of David Boyd – both members 
of the Valley of Barrie. The program usually takes 
a minimum of two years of tutoring to complete, 
and we are currently helping 12 young people at the 
Barrie Learning Centre.

In conjunction with the Official Visit of the Sovereign 
Grand Commander to the Valley of Barrie on June 18, we 
introduced the first graduate of our program in Barrie – 
Luke Pletsch.  Luke and his family were in attendance 
at a reception held in the SGC’s honour and were 
acknowledged, introduced and honoured as part of 
the Reception Program. 

The words of Luke’s mother best sum up the positive 
impact the tutor training Luke received has had on this 
special young man. She writes:

As all parents, we want the best for our children. 
We have high expectations for them and want them to 
reach their full potential. Likewise, we want them to 
work hard and be happy! 

This is a story from Faye 
Pletsch, the mother of Luke. 
Luke is a graduate of the 
Barrie Learning Centre.

Symbols of The Scottish Rite continued

The Coat of Arms of The Supreme Council
The Supreme Council of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry of Canada shall have Arms as 
Authority on May 18, 1993, a copy of which was presented to Supreme Council at Hamilton 
in 1993 by Mr. Charles R. Maier, Athabaska Herald. These arms represent the authority of the 
Supreme Council as expressed through the Sovereign Grand Commander, by courtesy through 
the Past Sovereign Grand Commanders, and the office of the Supreme Council in the persons of 
the Grand Secretary-General and the Executive Secretary. (Statute 1.e) n

Luke’s Story

We were most fortunate to hear about the Dyslexic 
Learning Centers from my mom who is a member of the 
Eastern Star. When the Barrie Center opened, Luke was 
chosen as their first student. Thankfully, they saw in 
Luke what we knew was possible. He was eager to learn 
and was a great candidate for this type of program. 

We knew from an early age that Luke was very smart 
but we also knew that he was not reading like his peers. 
Why? His teachers worked their hardest to support 
him and he went for resource support. Eventually, we 
knew that as parents we needed to get Luke tested by 
a professional. The results of his psycho-educational 
assessment showed a boy that was above average in 
intelligence but had difficulty reading, writing and 
spelling. This is called Dyslexia. 

With the diagnosis came empowerment for us as parents 
and a better understanding for Luke. We are not upset 
with his teachers in elementary school because they are 
taught to treat all children with learning disabilities 
with the same brush.  The Province of Ontario does not 
recognize Dyslexia as a specific learning disability that 
needs to be treated in a very specialized way. It would be 
too expensive to treat them. 

Luke was coping in school but was not learning how 
to read, write and spell very well. He was an attentive 
learner and never misbehaved.

Over the past two years, Luke has grown greatly in 
height and shoe size (now a size 15) but also in his ability 
to read, to read more fluently, in his ability to write and 
most importantly in his desire to read for pleasure. 
After a few months of going to Barrie, one Saturday 
morning Luke told me, for the first time, that he was 
going to his room to read. I almost fell over. This Grade 
7 student wanted to read for pleasure. I was so thankful!  
Months later we stopped at a local Comic Store and picked 

Luke Pletsch

Robert Brethour, 
Valley of Barrie
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Luke’s Story continued

out a graphic novel - a wonderful option for dyslexics. 
Luke read the whole way home - an hour and a half drive. 
This happened numerous times throughout his two year 
commitment to the program. His tutor, Bill Martin, 
had given him a gift that would impact Luke’s life forever.

The volunteers at the Barrie Dyslexic Center have given 
much of themselves – their expertise, their time, their 
compassion and their love! A special thanks to 
the Scottish Rite for having this vision – to help children 
with Dyslexia. Heartfelt thanks to the volunteers who put 
this vision into action. Thanks to Ross Martin who is the 
Director of this Learning Center and to his lovely wife 
Lois. Thanks to Alice Hutt, the resident grandmother, who 
took care of our needs (coffee, juice, cookies) and loved us 
like her own. Thanks to Evelyn Reiss and her expertise in 
this field. Her guidance of the tutors was instrumental in 
the success of this program. 

Finally and most importantly - a special thanks to     
Bill Martin, Luke’s tutor. You hold a special spot in our 

hearts and we are profoundly grateful for the impact 
you have had on our son’s life.

Currently, Luke is a grade 9 student at Wellington Heights 
Secondary School in Mount Forest, Ontario. He is taking 
the Academic stream and is doing great! He recently got 
an A- on his first major essay in English. 

Yes, Luke is happy, working hard and on his way to 
reaching his potential much in part to the Scottish Rite 
Learning Center. 

With much love,   

Faye Pletsch

This is what our Learning Centres accomplish, and we 
can and should be very proud of our efforts in helping 
young people like Luke Pletsch in their struggles with 
dyslexia. Congratulations, Luke! n

Learning Centre Tutor Training - On we Grow

Thelma Gregan, Director Halifax Learning Centre

Extra exciting work, and profound learning, has been 
happening within some of our Learning Centres over 

the past six months - and it isn’t only with the children!

Through support from the Charitable Foundation, and 
under the direction of the Learning Centre Committee, 
an Advanced Language Study is underway.  Centre 
Directors and several tutors from Learning Centres in 
London, Windsor and Halifax gathered in Halifax last July 
to begin this forty-five hour intensive learning experience. 
In October, the group met in London for their second 
session. January will find them in Windsor and everyone 
will return to Halifax in May for the final segment of 
training.

Leadership for this course is being most capably provided 
by Patricia Martz, recently retired Director of the Bangor 
Masonic Learning Centre for Children and Trainer for 
the Scottish Rite Learning Centre for Children in Moncton, 
New Brunswick.

What does all of this extra training mean for our Learning 
Centre Program?  An “Advanced” course, by its very name, 
provides participants with a more indepth look at many 
of the concepts covered in our initial training.  Reviewing 
phonology, orthography and morphology; the sound 

structure and history of the English Language have been 
the main components of the first twenty hours. English 
really isn’t as complicated as we think once we understand 
its history! 

While all tutors benefit from this level of training, it is a 
requirement for anyone wishing to become a trainer within 
our program in Canada. Many of our Centres have relied 
on the expertise of trainers from the Learning Center 
Program of the U.S. Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of 
the Scottish Rite. We have gained much from this 
relationship but greater independence in this area is 
a goal of the Foundation and so… on we grow! n

Learning Centre Tutor Training Group
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(Grand Prior). All were taken to the church and returned by 
Caribou Bus Lines. In the evening, the Lieutenant Grand 
Commander’s Banquet was hosted in the Valhalla Inn Ball 
Room with an exceptional outcome.

Friday was Ladies Day with Old Fort William offering 
a venue of activities and a luncheon with entertainment 
provided by the Thunder Bay Legends. The ladies were 
first taken on a tour of the city to sites including the Terry 
Fox Lookout, as well as Hillcrest Park. The Scottish Rite 
Charitable Foundation luncheon took place in the Main 
Ball Room of the Valhalla Inn. The meeting was chaired 
by Ill Bro. Allard Loopstra. The guest speaker was Dr. 
Parilla. A goodly amount of donations were received 
from the various Valleys for the Scottish Rite Charitable 
Foundation and Learning Centres. At the Sovereign Grand 
Commander’s Banquet a donation of $885 was presented 
to the Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation and Learning 
Centre by the Valley of Thunder Bay. This represented the 
proceeds of the items raffled off through a donation by Ill 
Bro. Robert Smith and the Power Centre of Thunder Bay.

At the Executive Session on Saturday morning Ill Bro. 
Victor Lepp (Hamilton) and Ill Bro. Marvin Salmi 
(Thunder Bay) were installed as Deputies for Ontario, 
following the retirement of Ill Bro. Carl Fairthorne 
(Windsor) and Ill Bro. Maurice Hrycyk (Thunder Bay). 
The executive session was concluded with the Chain of 
Union. Wind up day culminated with canoe ride and 
introduction of dignitaries at the landing with a cannon 
salute on the banks of the Kaministiquia River in front of 
Old Fort William. A tour of the Old Fort in groups of 25 
followed with the expert assistance of Old Fort tour guides. 
A meal of prime rib and the entertainment of the Chaban 
Ukrainian Dancers of Thunder Bay completed the affair.

We thank all who attended the 137th Annual Session 
in Thunder Bay and we look forward to meeting you again 
in Winnipeg in 2012. n

“The price of greatness is responsibility.” 

Who made this statement? When?  

It was Winston Churchill after the Quebec Conference 
in 1943, referring to the responsibility of nations like 
the U. S. A. during times of world crises. “… What is the 
explanation, Mr. President, of these strange facts, and what 
are the deep laws to which they respond? I will offer you 
one explanation.” He closed by saying, “Let us rise to the 
full level of our duty and of our opportunity and let us 
thank God for the spiritual rewards He has granted for all 
forms of valiant and faithful service.”

We, in Scottish Rite, are recurrently faced with this 
responsibility.  It is the Annual Reunion of Supreme 
Council, and it is a paradigm. Through this we achieve 
the opportunity for greatness.

Supreme Council Annual Reunion week, from September 
11 to 17, certainly provided this opportunity and 
highlighted many occurrences to showcase Thunder Bay 
as a natural reunion site. From its central geographic 
location to its natural beauty, nestled across the bay from 
the Sleeping Giant on Lake Superior at the foot of Mount 
McKay, the brethren of the Valley of Thunder Bay took this 
opportunity to showcase their hometown, and its beautiful 
location.

The Valhalla Inn provided 192 rooms and served as the 
location for the banquets and committee meetings as well 
as lodgings for brethren and guests. Nearby, the Best 
Western Crossroads and the Victoria Inn both provided 
alternative guest accommodations. As in previous years, 
the event was a tribute to our fraternity.

On Wednesday, September 14 an introductory Get 
Acquainted gathering took place in the Valhalla Inn Main 
Ball Room. Flipper Flanagan and His Flat-Footed Four 
provided the entertainment for those attending this event 
and it offered a great chance to renew friendships. All who 
attended had a great time.

On Thursday, the 33° degree was conferred on 38 
candidates. Vesper Services preceded the ceremony at 
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church. The service was 
conducted by Reverend Bert Van Cook, Senior Pastor 
at St. Andrew’s who was assisted by Ill. Bros Richard 
Brown (Lieutenant Grand Commander) Maurice Hrycyk, 
(Deputy for Ontario), Matthew Todd (Sovereign Grand 
Commander) and The Reverend Canon Michael Farr 

Thunder Bay Memories 2011

Maurice Hrycyk, Genral Chairman
James Horbow, Secretary
2011 Annual Session, Thunder Bay, Ontario

Class of 2011, Thunder Bay

137th Annual Session of Supreme Council
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Your Valley News from across Canada

Scottish Rite Degree Team 
Portrays the Third Degree
Ivan Harris

The A.& A.S.R. Degree Team. Front Row (Left to Right): 
Ill Bro. David Mackey, W. Bro. Jim Gibson (Worshipful Master 
Chaudiere Lodge No. 264), Bro. Richard Kliche (Candidate), Ill 
Bro. Barry Burchill, Ill Bro. Lawson Nichols, Ill Bro. Shawn Woods. 
Back Row (Left to Right): Ill Bro. Peter Harbert, Ill Bro. Don 
Harrison, Ill Bro. Dale Olm, Ill Bro. Phil Pilon, Ill Bro. Peter Nonkoh 
Absent – Ill Bro. Armin Braslins, Ill Bro. Ivan Harris.

On April 26, 2011, the members of the A.& A.S.R. 
Valley of Ottawa put together a degree team 

and portrayed the Third Degree raising Bro. Richard 
Kliche of Chaudiere Lodge No. 264, Ottawa District 2, 
Grand Lodge of A.F.& A.M. of Canada in the Province 
of Ontario, to the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason. 
Under the direction of Ill Bro. David Mackey, 
the team was made up of senior and newer members 
of the Scottish Rite Valley of Ottawa.   

The Team portrayed the degree is an excellent and 
exemplary manner, demonstrating the Scottish Rite’s 
commitment to Freemasonry. Following the Degree, 
the brethren were provided with an explanation of 
how the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry is organized 
and benefits that a Master Mason can attain by 
furthering his Masonic education through the 4th to the 
32nd Degrees of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite. 
The work impressed the members of Chaudiere Lodge 
and resulted in further questions on the Rite during 
the banquet hour.

All members of the Team have expressed their thanks 
for having had the opportunity to participate and 
indicated that they are interested in taking part in future 
degrees. The Valley of Ottawa Membership Chairman 
is looking into opportunities to conduct other degrees 
at Craft Lodges in the Eastern, Frontenac, Ottawa 1, 
Ottawa 2 and St. Lawrence Districts of the Grand Lodge 
of A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario. n

The Valley of Ottawa

Renewal After 70 Years
Larry Weeks

Left to Right: Most Wise Sovereign R.P. Schroeder, Deputy for 
Ontario, Marvin Salmi and Sovereign Grand Commander Mathew 
F. Todd. Seated are Bro. Reginald Reid and Bro. Doug Kettles.

The Sovereign Grand Commander visited the Sault 
Valley Oct. 29 2011. During his visit he presented 

Ill Bro. Reid with his 50 year Jewel and Certificate in 
Scottish Rite Masonry and Ill Bro. Kettles with his recently 
acquired membership in Scottish Rite Masonry. Ill Bros. 
Reid and Kettles had attended grade school together in 
Bruce Mines a small community approximately 30 miles 
east of Sault Ste. Marie and had not seen one another in 70 
years until they met in lodge on this special occasion. What 
a better place to meet and share old memories. n

The Valley of Sault Ste. Marie

Submissions: If you have a good news story (Scottish Rite and Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation) 
in your Valley, The Clarion would like to share it with 17,000 Scottish Riters across Canada. Send your 
story to office@supreme33.ca.
Volunteers: If you would like to be a Valley Director of Communication from your Valley, please contact 
your local Provincial Deputy.

Clarion Needs You!
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Masonic Family Awareness Group
Roz Iwanicki

The Valley of Winnipeg had an enjoyable and interesting 
year. Ill Bro. Water Wolfson, who joined our Valley last 

year at the age of 94 was still attending all meetings. 
I think his enthusiasm and dedication are an inspiration to those 
somewhat younger in years. Our Grand Lodge of Manitoba 
officers have been and continue to be very supportive and 
this helps to further illustrate the close relationship we have 
in the Masonic Order here in Manitoba. A good deal of the 
credit for this “Brotherhood” has to go to our Masonic Family 
Awareness group. It is made up of representatives from all the 
various Masonic bodies and meets every second month. This 
has proven to be a very good way to communicate with each 
other and in so doing make our Masonic ties even stronger.
It has come to my knowledge that Manitoba is the envy of quite 
a few jurisdictions in this regard. It sure seems to work here.

The Masonic Family was invited to attend the Lieutenant 
Governor’s New Year Levee at the Manitoba Legislative 
Building where we were presented to the Lieutenant 
Governor, his Lady and the Premier of the Province 
of Manitoba. Pictures were taken and will be a treasured 
memento of the occasion. n

The Valley of Winnipeg

Marking 5 Years of Donations
William Strachan 

The Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation recently marked 
5 years of supporting student bursaries at the Northern 

Ontario School of Medicine. This year  $750 was presented 
to the bursary fund at both the East and West Campuses 
of the School. n

The Valley of Sudbury

Kristen Church and Derek Bos receive the bursary from Ill Bro. J. Ross 
Dixson, Ill Bro. Jack Cornthwaite and Ill Bro. Clive Stephenson T.P.G.M. 
of the Valley of Sudbury.

The 138th Annual Session of Supreme Council  
will be held in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
September 12 - 15, 2012.

Winnipeg in 2012

Professional Wealth Management Since 1901

rbc dominion securities

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-
Canadian Investor Protection Fund. ®Registered trademark of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. RBC Dominion 
Securities is a registered trademark of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©Copyright 2011. All rights reserved.

Richard te Boekhorst
Trusted advisor of the Supreme Council & The Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation 
for over 15 years.

Disciplined investment management for foundations, businesses and personal portfolios 
› Customized financial and estate planning
› Charitable giving & stock donation planning 
› Retirement savings and income planning
› Business succession planning 
› Strategic tax-minimization reviews 

Richard te Boekhorst, Vice President & Investment Advisor 
905-546-5816 | richard.teboekhorst@rbc.com | www.rbcds.com/richard.teboekhorst  

RBC Dominion Securities | 100 King Street West, Suite 1500 | Hamilton ON | L8P 1A2
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Scottish Rite Quiz continued
4. In order to join Scottish Rite you:

a. Must have been a presiding officer in a Craft
b. Must have been a Master Mason for a least one year
c. Must wait until you are asked to join
d. Must be a Master Mason in good standing
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November 19, 2011, will remain a date to remember for 
the Valley of Montréal. On that Saturday morning, our 
Sovereign Grand Commander, Ill Bro. Matthew F. Todd, 
accompanied by our Grand Secretary-General, Ill Bro. 
Terry McLean, and two Active members from Ontario, 
Ill Bro. Brian Gilkinson, and Ill Bro. John W. Trousdale, 
were present with members and guests of Le Consistoire 
du Phénix during the ceremonies of its Constitution, 
Installation and Consecration. These took place in the 
beautiful Scottish Rite Room of the Montréal Memorial 
Masonic Temple. 

Ill Bro. James S. Ross, Grand Standard Bearer and Active 
Member for Québec, in full Scottish attire, piped the 
formal entry under the vault of steel, gavels beating in 
sequence. The SGC and his retinue were greeted by Ill 
Bro. Pierre A. Phaneuf, Deputy for Québec, and Ill Bro. 
Réjean Laframboise, Commander-in-Chief of the new 
Consistory U.D., while Ill Bro. Raymond Tardy, was at the 
pipe organ. Among special guests present were Ill Bro. 
Paul Mailhot, GM of Québec, Ill Bro. Opkar S. Sandhu, 
PGM, Ill Bro. Emanuel U. Liechti, PGM and Ill Bro. Jean 
Reed, DGM. 

The ceremonies were conducted by Ill Bro. Philippe 
Decelles, and Ill Bro. John Prosnick, both Past 
Deputies for Québec, acting as Ill. Masters under the 
SGC, presiding. The granting of the Letters Patent of 
Constitution was perceived by all as a glorious moment 
and the very special symbolism of the ceremonies was 
most inspiring. The ritual was concluded around noon and 
all present were invited to a champagne cocktail, spending 
a fraternal hour together before the banquet, which 
followed promptly at one o’clock in the Memorial Hall. 

At the occasion of the usual toasts and speeches, all the 
participants comprehended the importance and the very 
special significance of this historic event for Scottish 
Riters in Québec. It was the culminating point of the 
efforts begun as early as 1988 when restoration of the 
various rituals, not mere translation, into the French 
language was accomplished. This was followed in 1999, 
by the consecration of La Loge de Perfection Fleur de Lys, 
and in 2005 by Le Chapitre Rose Croix du Montréal, all 
of which was attested to in an eloquent discourse by Ill 
Bro. Jean Reed and the Provincial Deputy, both of whom 
recalled events culminating in the Saturday ceremony. 
Our Sovereign Grand Commander concluded with a most 
eloquent message of congratulations. 

By unanimous consent, our SGC was made an 
Honorary Charter Member, and was presented with 

The Valley of Montréal

Le Consistoire du Phénix - A Glorious Moment
Pierre A. Phaneuf

a commemorative plaque bearing the seal of the new 
Consistory.  Ill Bro. Pierre A. Phaneuf, was likewise 
made a Charter Member, as he had been unable to sign 
the petition in his capacity as Deputy. Ill Bro. Prosnick, 
as one of the very early promoters of the French Scottish 
Rite bodies in Québec, was also presented with a Charter 
Member plaque of the Loge de Perfection Fleur de Lys.  

Around three thirty in the afternoon all present, pleased 
and satisfied, retired in peace and harmony, having 
shared an excellent meal, and happy in the knowledge 
that they had witnessed a great historical moment in our 
beloved fraternity. n

Group picture of all attendees.

Ill Bro. Réjean Laframboise, C.-in-C., receiving charter and gavel 
from Installing Master, Ill Bro. John Prosnick.

Signature of the Letters Patent of Constitution by the SGC, 
the G. Sec.-Gen. and the Deputy.
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A Message From Your 
Supreme Council Office Staff

The gift of love
The gift of peace

The gift of happiness
May all these be yours this Christmas Season 

and throughout the New Year.

Terry McLean          Ken Rutherford                           Carol Burke

1. Where are the Supreme Council headquarters located in Canada?
b. Hamilton, Ontario

2. There are                     Scottish Rite Supreme Councils in the world?
d. over 50

3. List the names of the 3 Scottish Rite Bodies in Canada:
a. Lodge of Perfection
b. Chapter of Rose Croix
c. Consistory

4. The Supreme Council of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite 
of Freemasonry of Canada was established in
c. 1874 

5. When and where was the first Grand Lodge organized?
d. 1717, London

6. When was the first operative Scottish Rite body established 
in Canada?
a. 1868

7. When and where was the first Scottish Rite Supreme
Council opened?
d. 1801, Charleston, South Carolina

Scottish Rite Quiz Answers (from Winter 2011 issue)


